Socio-Economic and Health Status of Leprosy Affected Person: A Study in Jharkhand.
The study has been conducted in the Potka Block of East Singhbhum district of the state of Jharkhand. The district is mainly dominated by indigenous tribes, such as, Santhal, Munda, Ho, Bhumiz, Kharia, and Sabar. The unit of analysis of the study was an individual. The objectives were to: a) Understand the socio-economic and health status of LAP, b) Know the health seeking behavior and problems faced by the LAP, c) Assess the utilization of the programs related to Leprosy eradication in the study area and d), Suggest various measures for improving the socio-economic and health status of LAP. Fifty Leprosy affected persons (LAP) from the Potka block; comprising of 20% of LAP of that area have been selected as the study sample by using the method of Multi-Stage Random Sampling, with equal representation of men and women. The LAPs included leprosy patients, leprosy treated people and their family members. 39/50 (78%) of the respondents are illiterates and only 3/11 (6%) among the literate population have crossed matriculation and above. This seems to have resulted in the respondent's low level of awareness about the disease, resulting in delayed treatment. 14/25 (56%) percent of female and 13/25 (52%) of male respondents are considered untouchable by their natal families, thus forced to stay in congested leprosy colonies resulting in other social and health related issues. It was observed that leprosy cured children,and also children of LAP are being denied admission iany school, due to the social stigma attached to it. 27/50 (54%)of leprosy patients and leprosy cured people (mostly with visible deformities) were found to practice begging as their sole means of livelihood. Many LAPs are also engaged in cultivation and small scale business particularly among the rural population. An amount of gender disparity was also observed in the employment pattern among the LAPs. Among the, respondents 15/25 (60%) of the females are beggars as compared to 12/25 (48%) of the male respondents, 5/25 (25%) of males are each engaged in cultivation and small scale businesses in comparison to 1/25 (4%) of female and 6/25 (24%) of the female respondents are unemployed as compared to 2/25 (8%) of male respondents. It was observed that only 30% of the respondents were satisfied with the government treatment, 26% partially satisfied and rest were not satisfied with the government leprosy care system. Most of them wanted to seek treatment from the private health care providers. Overall this study reflects the poor socio-economic conditions of the LAPs. Though results of this exploratory study cannot be extrapolated to country or region or state without studying the situation in detail, it highlights the need for more in-depth studies and of government intervention in the form of encouraging awareness activities in the communities, engaging NGOs im case detection and after care service provision and rehabilitation of the LAPs.